WCCA Croquet News
Western Cape Croquet Association Newsletter

February 2018

Fish Hoek Croquet Club - Greyton Country Croquet Club - Helderberg Village Croquet Club - Kelvin Grove Croquet Club Rondesbosch Croquet Club - Somerset West Croquet Club - University of Cape Town Croquet Club

We

The Robinson Cup

The history is that it was inaugurated by
Geoffrey Robinson, a Chairman at SWCC, some
25 years ago and has been played ever since originally by the then 4 existing clubs –
throughout the season. It has grown to 6 clubs
now and is always played “level” (no handicap).
Geoffrey’s idea was that this tournament would
be played monthly, with friendly rivalry and that
after the games the players sat down to lunch
together to socialise (1 free drink) at whichever
club was hosting. The final (usually around
March/April) is played at SWCC. Then all 4
clubs had lunch together with the cup presented
to the winning club. Now that there are 6 clubs,
2 usually play at HV and then come over to SW
for lunch and trophy presentation, which usually
includes presentation of the CWT (croquet war
tomes) trophy to the winning club. Throughout
the season there is one game at home and one
away against each club.
Somerset West own and manage the Robinson
tournament which is still a happy and popular
event, although the rivalry these days can get
somewhat “fierce” as each club strives to win. It
seems to be somewhat of a cachet to belong to
your club’s Robinson Team. Also with the 6
clubs there always seems to be 3 sections of it

where the clubs compete to win a higher place in
the log. Also in recent times we have set down
some ground rules based on Geoffrey’s
intentions. Each club sends in the results which
are then put onto a consolidated score sheet and
circulated (usually that evening) so that if there
are any discrepancies they can be picked up
soonest whilst the day’s play is in everyone’s
mind. The copies go to the Robinson Cup
Captain and the Chairman of their club, and to
the WCCA Games Coordinator and the WCCA
President (just for info) as a courtesy.
A couple of years ago the clubs generally
decided that, as costs were rising, lunches
should be abandoned; the free drink is still the
custom from the host club but lunch is just
something like a sandwich or maybe leftovers
from tea time. The custom still exists that each
club’s team contributes an amount to its own
club (set by the club individually) which goes
towards the hosting. In addition, the costs of
travel are shared. If the clubs want a lunch at
SWCC for the final day, which they often do, as
they enjoy being together and socialising, then a
simple finger lunch is arranged to which
everyone contributes.
It is worth mentioning that, in this province, Fish
Hoek own and manage the False Bay Challenge
and Rondebosch own and manage the Best of
Season’s Singles (BOSS) a process which spreads
the administrative load. The main provincial
tournaments are managed by the Western Cape
Croquet Association.

Ann Wilson — SWCC
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Fish Hoek Croquet Club

GCCC continues to work towards getting the funds
for our world class croquet lawns. Most people are
aware of our buy a block of lawn campaign. In
addition to that campaign, the GCCC is most
pleased to announce that two large beautiful oil
paintings by Alexander Krenz have been generously
donated to the GCCC by two of our significant
donors and supporters. 'Gentle Dissolve' can be
seen at Sandy's Gallery in Greyton next to the Oak
and Vigne Restaurant. It is very fairly priced at
R12,500.

Wayne presented with the winner’s trophy by Dieter
from Warwick Wealth

Fish Hoek Croquet Club held their annual Restricted
Handicap Singles tournament recently. The event is
known as the Betty Salmon tournament, named
after a dear departed club member. Betty painted
the picture that is used as the trophy presented to
the winner of the event.
This year, the tournament was won by Wayne
Cotton, who beat Anneke Smith in the final. The
entire day was sponsored by Warwick Wealth who,
once again, we thank for their support.

GENTLE DISSOLVE in the Greyton gallery (120cm x
120cm)

The second one is 'Yang Shadow'. This painting is
presently in Somerset West and can viewed by
appointment. It also is priced at R12,500.

Yang Shadow

Keeping the hoops Green - in an attempt to
negate the drought affecting our croquet lawns,
FHCC have focused on giving the lawn around the
hoops the much needed water to survive, brought
in by members.

These two paintings are part of the GCCC
fundraising effort to build two World Class Croquet
Lawns in Greyton and will be the major recipient of
the proceeds from the sale of the paintings. Please
go to Alexander's Website and see great examples
of how spectacular his paintings are in various
venues: www.alexanderkrenz.com. Please contact
Denis on 082 257 6990 for more information.

Kelvin Grove Croquet Club
Kelvin Grove Croquet Club opened the season in
October 2017 with its usual opening fun. Our first
internal tournament, the “Muffet Cup” for
handicaps 8-10 achieved good participation and
was won by Stella Reynolds, runner up Penny
Thornewill. Trophy presented by Wendy Smith
MBE.
Helderberg Village Croquet Club
On the 18th December we were proud to host the
roof wetting event of our brand new Clubhouse,
which was delivered to us on time and of which we
are all very proud. Members of the Board and
Management were invited and thanked by lain
Mason for their generous contribution to our Club.
A special thanks must go to Dick Selby who
installed various cupboards and other incidentals to
make our Club more comfortable and user friendly.
In addition, Merle Langenegger wove her magic in
our kitchen which now lacks for nothing! ln my
view we have the best Croquet Club house in the
Western Cape!!!
A great game of Robinson Cup was played on the
lush lawns of HVCC on Sunday 21st January 2018.
against the GCCC. The match ended with the most
unusual results. HVCC beat GCCC in hoops by 92
to90. While GCCC beat HVCC in games by 11 to 5.
I have never seen a result like this, as winners
should also win the hoops!!! Needless to say great
fellowship ensued well into the afternoon.

At the end of October, Di Schuurman and Richard
Prosser represented KGCC in the False Bay
Challenge at Fish Hoek and were successful in
winning the trophy for KG. In the middle of
November we held our Handicap Doubles
championships. A very large entry again saw Sue
Cloete and Di Schuurman beat Richard Prosser and
Diana Lapping in a closely fought final. Onto our
Christmas fun day. Some “strange” croquet fun
games were played and a great time was had by
all. Thea Lotz was the overall winner by a short
margin.
The winning team!

HVCC hosted the Stage Door Competition, played
over Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th January 2018
Group photo for a well supported Christmas party

In December, a record number of entries contested
the handicap singles competition. The final was
won by Richard Prosser beating Thea Lotz.

Anne and Mike receive their accolades from Marie Ogiela

A great Competition of privileged players who were
specially invited to participate in this annual event.
The final result was very close with Anne Oxton
winning with 69 hoops followed by Mike Moore
with 65 hoops. Both players came in with 6 games
each.

The end of January
saw
Kelvin
Grove
members,
Neil
McHardy,
Richard
Prosser and Anne
Oxton invited to play
in the Open Door and
Stage
Door
Competitions held at SWCC and HVCC respectively.
They did very well indeed with Richard Prosser
winning the Open Door and Neil McHardy runner
up, while Anne Oxton won the Stage Door. Well
done KGCC. - Richard Prosser

Rondesbosch Croquet Club

Somerset West Croquet Club

The RCC held their handicap singles competition
and Christmas lunch on Saturday 16th December.
The event was sponsored by Warwick Wealth.

SWCC, one of our strongest clubs in the WCCA and
host to our WCCA Championships is facing a crisis.
"We are dying"
We are dying ... to be more accurate our lawns are
dying. As you will appreciate without lawns we will
have no fee paying members. Without members
the Croquet Clubs will die off - "we are dying"

Barry Wiesner played a hard fought game against
Bert Stafford to claim the title for 2017. The plate
was won by Peter Dreyer who contested it against
Peter Davies.
SWCC and FHCC need any financial help you can
give them in the present drought. SWCC and FHCC
cannot afford to sink boreholes as each club would
need to find +/- R120,000 to do so AND with no
guarantee of success.
Sadly, at SWCC we have a greater challenge than
FHCC in that:
1. We need to keep 4 croquet lawns alive (FHCC
needs to keep their two lawns going);
2. SWCC is hosting 19 British and 1 Norwegian
world class association croquet players (plus their
South African counterparts) who are all competing
in the annual WCCA championships between the
10th and 17th of February.
It was also great to see three UCT students
participate in the competition. RCC has been
instrumental in helping the UCT club get off the
ground.

The lawns are dying in front of our very eyes !
SWCC has spent all of its financial reserves on the
purchase of 4 x water tanks, a pump and as much
treated effluent as we can buy / get delivered using
all the Club's savings and donations from many
members BUT SADLY IT IS NOT ENOUGH. We
know that everybody is tight on money but any /
every donation you would be prepared to make to
help buy water for the lawns would be a real
blessing - thank you for your support.
Gavin Brown and Grahame Tomes
Fund raising committee members SWCC
Bank details: NEDBANK; Bank code 198765
Current account 1060174022
Somerset West

Barry with UCT members Renier, Kathy and Murray

University of Cape Town
Croquet Club

Since the club continued its Friday Social evenings
after winter, we have seen a noticeable increase in
student interest with respect to croquet and
UCTCC, as opposed to the first half of the year.
Initially, continuing after the quiet winter period
was slow and there was a very small number of
students who came - all of them being regulars
who already knew about the club.
However, in the past month, we have seen a great
increase in student attendance on Friday evenings.
Regulars (as well as some newer members) have
started bringing friends along so many of those
attending are new to the club and the sport itself.
This indicates that the news of the club is
spreading to corners of UCT outside the reach of
early members’ friend circles which is an
achievement in and of itself. The relaxed and social
environment seems to be the perfect niche that
students don’t seem to find elsewhere in UCT.
Students are welcoming to newcomers, they are
having immense fun, laughing and messing around
- as students do. What is very encouraging is that
students (some of whom have only played croquet
once before with us) are actually teaching each
other to play the sport which reassures us of the
long-term sustainability of the club and the
likelihood of being able to run all aspects of the
club ourselves. Two of our members are also
playing regularly for RCC in the Robinson Cup.

connected by it. As such, we have become serious
about taking quality photos and videos every Friday
and sharing them consistently on social media.
Following is the purpose of each platform we use.
Facebook page: “UCT Croquet Club”

This is the ’news feed’ of the club and where
people can find out everything there is to know
about us .

Facebook group: “UCTCC Group”

The communication hub for our members.

Instagram: “@uctcroquetclub”

The advertisement and highlight reel for our club.

The UCT Croquet Club has formally applied to
become a sports club at UCT.

We have had a slow but consistent start to 2018,
students are only getting back to campus in midFebruary. We are planning a Fresher's Event again
to promote the club amongst first year students.
We have recently reached a better understanding
of the power and influence of social media particularly given that students are so well

Murray Buchanan with our formal application

SACA Croquet Nationals 2017
The SACA golf croquet nationals, co-hosted with RCC. With
56 entries, plenty of croquet was played by all. The open
doubles were won by Peter Johnson (SWCC) and Richard
Prosser (KGCC).

The Handicap Doubles were
won by Caroline Burr and
Lionel Tibble (Northampton
CC).
Neil McHardy (KGCC) was
runner up to Victor Dladla
(JCC) in the open singles.

RCCs winter handicap BOSS tournament pits scratch
players against rank novices. It has a field of 16, with
four games on the last Sunday morning of June, July,
August and September.

Some Cheeky Advice
HVCC had some cheeky advice given to young
croquet players at the turn of the last century in
their September 2017 newsletter. I thought it was
worth sharing here:
 Always take your own mallet to a garden party.
This will impress everyone with the idea that you
are a fine player. Or an alternative plan is to play
with one provided by your host, and then
throughout the game to attribute every bad
stroke to the fact that you have not your own
implement with you.
 Aim for at least three minutes before striking the
ball, and appear overcome with amazement
when you miss. If you have done so many times
in succession, it may be well to remark on the
unevenness of the ground. If you hit a ball by
mistake always pretend that you aimed at it.
 Remember that a “mallets length from the
boundary” varies considerably. If you play next, it
means three yards, if your opponent does so, it
means three inches. So, too, with the other
“rules”, which no-one really knows. When in an
awkward position, the best course is to invent a
new rule on the spur of the moment, and to
allege (which will be perfectly true) that “it has
just been introduced”.
 Much may be done by giving your ball a gentle
kick when the backs of the other players happen
to be turned. Many an apparently hopeless game
has been saved by this method. Leave your
conscience behind when you come to a croquet
party.
From Mr Punch’s Book of Sports drawn from the
Punch Library of Humour (1841 – 1910?) edited by J
A Hammerton, published by Educational Book
Company London 1910.

As the event is always oversubscribed, and some players
would like to play twice a month, RCC is considering a
second block in the middle of the month with the two
winners battling it out before the September finals and
braai.
So watch this space.
Sue de Villiers will field your questions 0839872101
The Backdoor
I hope you have all enjoyed our first edition of the WCCA Croquet News. Thanks to all the
contributors. Some information has come from clubs, other information off the SACA web
page. I certainly hope that this newsletter will help us to be informed about the activities of
the clubs and croquet in the Western Cape as a region. Please spread this newsletter far and
wide, local and international.
I am hoping to do a second edition in either May or June. If anyone would like to be more
involved, please contact me at barrywiesner@mweb.co.za or 082 463 6221.
Barry Wiesner (Development Portfolio: WCCA)

